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Wednesday, May 12 
Northwest Colorado Energy Producer's Dinner 
6:30 to 9:00pm

sponsored by Tri-State G & T
Holiday Inn, 300 S. Highway 13, Craig, CO 81625   
970-824-4000

Keynote: Gene Trisko

Climate Change - Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow

Gene Trisko is an attorney with 30 years' experience in the Clean Air Act and climate change. He has attended every UN climate negotiating session since the 1992 Rio conference as an NGO representing the United Mine Workers. His presentation offers a global view of how we got where we are today and where we may be headed in national legislative and regulatory initiatives, as well as the outlook for a post-Kyoto international climate agreement

Thursday, May 13
Moffat County Fairgrounds Pavilion



750 E. 4th St. Craig, CO  81625
8:15am 

Opening Remarks
8:30-10:00am 
The Latest in Mine Technology & Management
· Ray Dubois (Trapper Mining) - Looking Ahead, Trapper's Bright Future

· Rick Johnson (Craig Station) - Our Nation's Air, Status and Trends

· Juan Garcia (Colowyo Coal Co.) - Maximizing Resource Recovery, Highwall Mining at Colowyo

· Jerry Nettleton (Twentymile Coal) - Clean Coal Technology, Progress and Promise

· Tom Anderson (Oxbow Mining) - Working With the Land, Developing the Bear Creek Ventilation Facility
· Greg Schaefer – Arch Coal
10:00 – 10:30am 
Refreshment Break
10:30am-12:00pm 
Oil & Gas - New Technology & Market Updates

10:30 – 10:55am
“3-E”: Working Together on Energy, the Environment and the Economy  - Don McClure, VP Government & Stakeholder Relations, EnCana
Don will provide an update on the status of the natural gas industry, in Colorado and across North America.  His remarks will include a synopsis of recent natural gas shale play activity as well as related challenges and opportunities to provide balance to energy development, environment, and economy. Don will also address recent developments in the natural gas transportation opportunities.  

Don McClure is Vice President of Government & Stakeholder Relations and Legal of EnCanca Oil and Gas (USA) Inc. Don has been in the oil and gas industry for more than 30-years. He is participating on Governor Ritter’s Jobs Cabinet Economic Roundtable and will be serving as EnCana’s representative for the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Leadership Council.

11:00 – 11:25am El Paso – The proposed Ruby Pipeline Project
Tom Price, , will discuss the Ruby Pipeline project. The $3 billion dollar project was recently approved by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. It will be the nation’s first carbon neutral pipeline connecting prolific natural gas supplies in Colorado and the Rocky Mountain West with the growing gas markets in Northern California and the Pacific Northwest. Learn more about the project and its potential impacts on the industry, the regional economy and the environment.

Tom Price Vice President of Marketing and Business Development for  El Paso Corporation’s Western Pipeline Group.  In his current role, Mr. Price oversees the marketing, business development and facility planning activities for El Paso Natural Gas, Mojave Pipeline Company, Colorado Interstate Gas, Wyoming Interstate Company, and Cheyenne Plains Pipeline Company, which collectively serve much of the Rockies and the Western United States.  

11:30 – 11:55am Weed Partnership – Gary Brannan, MoCo Weed and Pest Director 
The Northwest Colorado Weed Partnership is an independent partnership formed in 1995.  The emphasis is on scientific research which developed selective weed control that does not harm established plant communities.
Gary Brennan is the supervisor for MoCo Pest Management.  He has 20 years experience participating in integrated pest management programs.  Gary Specializes in organizing partnership agreements and directing successful ground control measures.
12:00 - 1:00pm  Barbecue lunch in the auxiliary building
1:00 - 2:30pm
 Regional Resources
1:00 – 1:25pm  The Yampa River–Demands of Energy, the East Slope, and the Lower Basin – Tom Sharp, Attorney
Tom will review the current status of the Yampa River and the existing and possible future demands on the River, including the results of the first phase of the Yampa-White basin Roundtable energy assessment, the proposed Yampa-Maybell pumpback project, other competing Front Range possible new transbasin diversions, and the recently completed first phase of the CWCB Colorado River Water Availability Study.

Tom has practiced law for 37 years in Steamboat Springs, Colorado. He specializes in real property and water law, commercial and banking practice, probate and estate planning, property litigation, and special district and utility law. Aside from his legal practice, he has been elected or appointed to and has served on numerous boards of directors of local, regional, and statewide governmental water agencies or districts.

1:30-1:50pm Small-format BioPower, Big Community Benefits -  Keith Igoe, Chief Marketing Officer, Colorado Forest & Energy
Abundant, sustainable sources of biomass feedstocks will exist for as long as we produce paper waste, nut shells and forest-thinning residues.  Our responsible use of these resources through BioMax™ technology will bring ultra-clean, green energy to communities where sources of biomass, requirements for dependable power and energy jobs exist.

Keith is an entrepreneur and marketing professional who has worked for the last 25 years in the construction and development fields.  He is a co-founder of Colorado Forest and Energy, LLC, which is now working in partnership with Community Power Corporation to fully-commercialize BioMax modular biopower technology in North America.

2:00 – 2:25pm White River Electric Association and the Energy Development in the Piceance Basin, Dick Welle, White River Electric Association 
White River Electric Association has grown over 400 per cent in electric sales over the past 6 years due to energy development within its borders.  Learn about the significant challenges and how they were successfully dealt with throughout the organization’s growth.  Finances, man power, equipment and electrical construction had the WREA on their toes while they continued to provide excellent service to their customers.  

Richard R. Welle became General Manager of White River Electric (WREA) on January 1, 2001.  Welle moved up through the ranks of WREA from a journeyman lineman to the Engineering Coordinator position for the cooperative before being selected as General Manager.  WREA is a rural distribution cooperative headquartered in Meeker that has 32 full time employees.   Mr. Welle has guided the cooperative from a total assets value of $16,224,037 in 2001 to a present day $53,543,166 in assets.  
2:30 – 3:00pm
Refreshment Break

3:00 - 4:30
Tracks to the Future
3:00 – 3:25pm Union Pacific Colorado Coal Update 2010 – Andy Schroder, General Director of Logistics Marketing and Sales/Energy
Colorado coal network update.  What effects the economy has had on coal demand? Where does Colorado coal go?
Andy Schroder is General Director Logistics & Demand of Union Pacific’s Energy Business Group. Andy joined Union Pacific in June of 1990, and is currently responsible for coordinating the resources necessary to deliver coal to its customers and the sales relationship with all coal producers.

3:30- 3:55pm Greenhouse Gas Roadmap: Working in a carbon restrained world

Mac McLennan, Sr VP External Affairs

The impacts of potential climate regulation are one of many risks utilities must manage to ensure reliable, affordable and responsible electric service to consumers and industry. Tri-State’s award-winning Greenhouse Gas Management Roadmap focuses on technology assessment and development, positioning the association to manage the risks of a carbon-constrained world. 

As Tri-State’s senior vice president / external affairs and member relations, Mac McLennan is responsible for developing the region power supplier’s legislative and policy strategies and guiding its partnerships and external association activities, including particular focus on the objectives and goals of Tri-State’s member cooperatives. After serving as the executive director of environmental affairs for the National Rural Electric Association (NRECA), Mac returned to Tri-State in 2003.  He previously worked for Tri-State as external affairs specialist/coordinator.

Among many other roles, Mac serves as the past chairman of the National Endangered Species Act Reform Coalition and now chairs the Colorado Energy Forum.  Mac is a cum laude graduate of Jamestown College in Jamestown, N.D., with degrees in history, political science and psychology.  He is a Wyoming native.

4:00 – 4:25pm  The “S” in Carbon Capture & Storage (CCS):  We Can Do This - Wayne Rowe, Schlumberger
Large, point source CO2 emitters, such as power generators, are seeking mitigation options for the seeming inevitability of a carbon-constrained world. Many are anticipating that Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) will play a major role in their portfolio. Schlumberger, the world’s largest oilfield services company, has established a division, Schlumberger Carbon Services (SCS), to pursue geologic sequestration technology. This presentation provides a broad overview of the safe and permanent geologic sequestration of carbon. It will review the options, outline the timeline of a storage site spanning many decades and describe the fundamental geophysical underpinning in detail.

Wayne Rowe brings over 28 years experience in the Oil & Gas industry subsurface characterization and completion sector, specializing in geophysical interpretation, well construction, reservoir simulation, completion modeling and project economics. He is currently applying this knowledge of sub-surface engineering in managing geologic sequestration projects for the Department of Energy and other commercial ventures.

4:30 – 5:00pm Bus transport  to museum
5:00-6:30
 Reception at the Museum of Northwest Colorado



590 Yampa St, Craig, CO 81625

6:30 – 7:00  
Bus transport  to High school auditorium
7:00 - 8:00pm Energy Myths and Energy Realities - Keynote Bob Wendling
(Roger Bezdek, Ph.D. has a medical emergency and will not be able to speak)
  Moffat County High School Auditorium – parking on upper level

  900 Finley Lane, Craig, CO 81625  Free to the public 

Donations are being accepted for the energy assistance program benefiting folks that have trouble paying their utility bills.

There is currently much misinformation concerning the likely future contributions of renewable energy and energy efficiency, especially for meeting U.S. electricity needs. This presentation analyzes the realistic potential for the renewable options and finds that conventional electricity production, in particular coal plants, will remain the mainstay for the foreseeable future.
Mr. Wendling has 30 years experience in consulting and management in the energy, environmental, statistical/econometric modeling, and regulatory areas, serving in private industry and the Federal government.  His consulting background includes economic and employment analysis of the energy and electric utility technologies, cost and benefit analysis of energy and environmental legislation, assessment of fossil fuel consumption and pricing by market sector, economic and employment forecasting and impact analysis using the Input-Output (I-O) model for national and regional applications, development of environmental impact statements, assessing the effects of regulatory policies, and management of energy technology demonstration programs. 

Most recently, Mr. Wendling conducted research determining the economic value of the coal power industry to the U.S. economy and the economic impacts of coal plant repowering and retrofitting for the Department of Energy.  He is co-author of the controversial Department of Energy report, Peaking of World Oil Production:  Impacts, Mitigation, and Risk Management.  He received his B.A. in Economics from Indiana University and M.A. in Economics from George Washington University. 

8:00 – 8:15pm 
Bus transport to Pavilion

Friday, May 14 
Moffat County Fairgrounds Pavilion



750 E. 4th St. Craig, CO  81625

8:15am

Opening remarks

8:30-10:00am 
Renewable Energies

8:30 – 8:55am Balancing the Energy Portfolio:  How Chevron has incorporated Ground-Source Geothermal into its Conservation, Renewables, and Alternative Energy business in Colorado.
Chevron Energy Solutions a Division of Chevron USA, delivers energy efficiency, conservation and power system solutions to public institutions and businesses, including Chevron. CES is performing work that reduces operating costs, saves taxpayer dollars, benefits the environment and promotes renewable energy sources.  This presentation will describe the public sector geothermal heat pump solutions that we’ve developed in conjunction with our conservation activities in Colorado.
Matt Rush is business manager for CES’ in Denver. He has nearly two decades’ experience helping government agencies, utilities, and businesses develop cost effective strategies with energy conservation and renewable energy. Matt has an MBA from the University of Colorado, and bachelor’s degrees in Mechanical Engineering and Physics. 

9:00 – 9:25am   Xcel Energy – Beth Chacon, Environmental Policy Relations

Xcel Energy’s Environmental Leadership Strategy

Xcel Energy, Colorado’s largest utility, has been the nation’s No. 1 wind power provider for the past six years.  The company is also ranked No. 5 in solar, and continues to increase the amount of renewable energy it adds on its system.  Xcel Energy has several clean energy initiatives underway that puts the company on track to reduce its emissions by fifteen percent from 2005 levels by 2020.  Those efforts are in the area of advanced technology, energy efficiency and business innovation.

Beth Chacon is Environmental Policy Relations Manager at Xcel Energy.  Her responsibilities include supporting and developing environmental policy initiatives.  Prior to her time in environmental policy, Beth was also responsible for development of the Solar*Rewards program.  Beth is a licensed Professional Engineer and received her engineering degree from Purdue University and her Masters of Business Administration from the University of Minnesota.

9:30 – 10:00am Energy Efficiency and Conservation – Opportunities for Northwest Colorado

The Governor’s Energy Office provide a number of programs to help local governments, businesses and residents save money and reduce maintenance costs by reducing energy consumption.  Learn what types of programs are available and how to participate.

Angie Fyfe, LEED AP is the Governor’s Energy Office (GEO) Local Programs Manager.  She manages the GEO team of regional representatives and the state’s Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant program.  Angie joined GEO as the Greening Government Program Manager in June 2007, serving in that position for two years.   

10:00 – 10:30am   Refreshment Break

10:30-12:30
 Hear from the State

10:30-10:55am Carbon Sequestration Potential in Colorado and the Craig Project- Vince Matthews, Colorado Geological Survey
Through the Southwest Partnership for Carbon Sequestration, the Colorado Geological Survey conducted a survey of the potential for sequestering CO2 from major point-source emitters throughout the state. Recently, DOE awarded a $3.8 million grant to conduct a detailed study of the potential for sequestering CO2 deep under the Williams Fork Mountains.
Vince Matthews is State Geologist and Director of the Colorado Geological Survey. He received his Ph. D. from the University of California, has held tenured positions at two universities, and taught geology at five institutions of higher education. He was also an executive in four publicly-held, natural resource companies. 

11:00-11:25am Cumulative Investments in the Yampa Valley through DOLA, 1980-2010 – Susan Kirkpatrick, ED for DOLA
The Department of Local Affairs has been providing financial and technical assistance to Yampa Valley communities for over 30 years.  How has the region utilized DOLA programs and what are the challenges ahead?
Susan Kirkpatrick is the Executive Director of the Colorado Department of Local Affairs (DOLA), appointed by Governor, Bill Ritter, in January 2007. DOLA’s mission, "Strengthening Colorado Communities," is carried out through a wide range of essential services to citizens and local governments including specialized training, and technical and financial assistance. 

11:30-12:30 Legislative Panel- Rep Randy Baumgardner (R), Rep Kathleen Curry (I), Rep. Ellen Roberts (R), Sen.  Gail Schwartz (D), Sen. Al White (R)

12:30-1:30 Lunch

1:30pm Conference Adjourns     
2:00 Choose among the following options:
Golf Scramble, Trapper Surface Mine tour, Craig Station Power Plant tour or Energy Efficiency tour.  Directions will be provided to each location.
